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of the Field-Marshal through other parts of North Britain
he had visited several places which claimed to have a share
in the honour of his nativity. There was some danger of
a tradition growing up which would assign to him as
many birthplaces as the late Mr. Gladstone. But Sir
Alfred could tell them on the authority of Sir Douglas
Haig himself that he was born in one place only, and that
was 24 Charlotte Square. Sir Douglas also had a lively
recollection of having crossed a few years later to another
house in the same Square to begin the process of educa-
tion which was so happily consummated that day by
the award of a suitable Degree. This incident of his debut
in scholarship was confirmed by Sir Douglas Haig's
earliest teacher, the Rev. Charles Shaw, who to'their
great pleasure was also now a guest. Mr. Shaw assured
him that the young Douglas was a very apt pupil. It
appeared that the real ' Happy Warrior' deserved the
praise given by Wordsworth to his ideal counterpart

Who with a natural instinct to discern

What knowledge can perform, is diligent to learn.

By virtue of that diligence and instinct Sir Douglas
justified a recent description, that he was the best educated
soldier in the Army.

It was fitting that the Universities should do him
honour, he had led so many of their sons. He led them
from defeat to victory: he led them when his back and
theirs were to the wall. He led them to the final triumph
of those impulses of decent conduct and decent thinking
of which the Universities were in some sense the special
guardians. Honours were now falling upon him from
Universities and Corporations like showers of manna.
Perhaps it would be more appropriate to compare them
to an intensive bombardment. Sir Douglas must often
th^t his admirers would find their ammunitioi}